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The To applicants for Canadian citizenship 


. This booklet is about Canada’s form of government 
a an and the privileges, rights and responsibilities of citi- 


zenship. You should also have the folder, A Look at 


AF le Canada, to help you learn about Canadian history 
] en. and geography. These booklets will help you prepare 


for your interview with the Citizenship Judge. 


At the interview, the Judge will ask questions to be 
sure that: 

® you understand Canada’s form of government 

® you understand the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship 

© you have a sufficient knowledge of Canadian 
history and geography 

© you know enough English or French to participate 
in your community 

® you meet all the other requirements for citizenship, 
such as length of residence. 


There is much to learn about Canada. This booklet 
can be used as a beginning. 
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You and Your 
Ideas for 
Canada 


Everyone’s ideas are important 


Whether you have been here all your life or only a 
few years you are a part of Canada and its future. 
You may have good ideas for making life in Canada 
better for yourself and others. You may want to 
improve our schools, recreation programs or our 
streets. You may want to work with others to help 
people in need, or join groups which share your 
interests. The things in your community and society 
affect everyone. You are free to express your ideas 
and opinions. You can agree or disagree with others. 
Some laws say that you are not treated differently if 
you came to Canada from another country. 


You can do a lot yourself 


Have you done anything about these ideas? There 
are many ways to change things. You can improve 
schools by helping as a volunteer. You can improve 
recreation programs by teaching crafts or sports you 
know. Or you can participate in an organization in 
your community which is interested in political 
affairs, history, the theatre, music or art. Volunteer 
activities are a big part of life here in Canada. Have 
you ever thought of helping someone who is new to 
Canada by joining an immigrant service group or 
helping in a language class? 
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It is important to communicate and 
join with others 


It is difficult to make changes alone. We all learn by 
listening and sharing our ideas with other people. 
People need to let others know their thoughts. You 
can do this by reading and writing letters to news- 
papers. You can go to meetings to hear speakers. 
You can ask questions and make suggestions. You 
can discuss ideas in groups at your children’s schools 
and in your neighborhood. All people can help to 
make Canada a better place. Sharing with others 
makes our own lives more interesting and helps us 
work for a better Canada. 


It is important to use your right to 
vote 


Canada is a democracy. Canadian citizens have the 
right to vote in elections. They have the right to be 
candidates for office in those elections. Those who 
vote choose the people who direct the daily work of 
the government and make our laws. These laws affect 
the lives and rights of all people in Canada. 


People can influence laws to protect 


their rights 


On April 17, 1982, the Constitution Act, 1982 became 
law. The first part of the Act is the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. The complete text of the 
Charter is included in the middle of this booklet. It 
is a very important document. The Charter high- 
lights the multicultural heritage of Canadians. It 
describes the rights and freedoms of all Canadians. 
You can help to protect these rights and freedoms by 
taking an active interest in what your government is 
doing. 


Canada is a land of participation. In the Canadian 
system of government, Parliament makes laws. You 
can influence government by voting in elections and 
by asking your elected representatives to put forward 
your ideas. Then they can work for the changes you 
want. After a law has been passed, questions about 
how it affects individuals can be settled by the law 
courts. These courts are independent of Parliament. 


The 
Responsibilities 
and Privileges 
of Citizenship 
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A person who becomes a Canadian citizen takes this 
oath: 


I swear/affirm that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and 
Successors, according to law and that I will 
faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfil 
my duties as a Canadian citizen. 


This oath sums up some of the respon- 
sibilities of every Canadian citizen. 


These are: 

® to be loyal to Canada 

® to be loyal to the Queen of Canada and her repre- 
sentatives, the Governor General 

® to obey Canada’s laws 

to respect the rights of others 

to respect private and public property 

to care for Canada’s heritage 


@ 
@ 
@ 
® to support Canada’s ideals. 


Canadian citizens have certain rights 
and privileges 


Only Canadian citizens: 

® may vote in all elections 

® may run for office, i.e. be a candidate, in all 
elections 

@ may leave Canada and return from abroad freely. 


These rights are guaranteed in the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. Canadian citizens also have 
other rights and privileges. They: 

¢ may have a Canadian passport 

@ may be the first to be considered for some jobs, for 
example, jobs in the Public Service 

® may be the first to be considered for some forms of 
assistance, such as grants and scholarships to scien- 
tists, artists, and students. 
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The most important rights and privileges for a Cana- 
dian citizen are to vote and to run for office in all 
elections. In a federal election, only a Canadian citi- 
zen can vote and run for office. However, certain 
non-Canadian residents may vote and run for office 
in provincial, territorial and municipal elections in 
some areas. 


These privileges are also a responsibility. No one is 
forced to vote or run for office, but our democracy 
depends on people taking part in it. 
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Canada Has 
Two Official 


Languages 


Canada is a country with a multicultural heritage 
and two official languages: English and French. The 
Official Languages Act of 1969 and the Constitution 
Act, 1982 establish that there are two official lan- 
guages for Canada. These languages are recognized in 
all the institutions of Parliament and the government 


of Canada. 


When you are using any federal government service, 
you have the right to be served in either official lan- 
guage. This applies whether you are buying stamps, 
or using the national airline or rail system. 


All federal laws in Canada are in both official lan- 
guages. Every person has the right to use either 
English or French in the federal courts. Canadian 
citizens also have certain rights concerning the educa- 
tion of their children in either English or French. 


For more information about your language rights, 
contact the Office of the Commissioner of Official 


Languages, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT8. 
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Canada’s Form 
of Government 


Canada has developed a special form 
of government 


Over the years Canada has taken ideas from many 
places to develop its own special form of government. 
The following pages describe our government. 


Canada’s Head of State 


Canada’s Head of State is Queen Elizabeth II, the 
Queen of Canada. She is also the Queen of the 
United Kingdom, and Head of the Commonwealth. 
When she is in Canada, the Queen performs duties 
of the Head of State. At other times, those duties are 
performed by her representatives, the Governor 
General and the Lieutenant-Governors. 


The Governor General represents the Queen as Head 
of State. The Governor General: 

® performs the ceremonial duties of a Head of State 
© signs bills to make them law after they have been 
passed by Parliament 

® usually invites the leader of the party with the 
most seats in the House of Commons following an 
election to form the government of Canada. 


The Lieutenant-Governors perform similar duties in 
each province. The Lieutenant-Governors: 

® sign provincial bills to make them laws 

® usually invite the leader of the party with the most 
seats following an election to form the provincial 
government. 


The Commissioners perform similar duties in the 
Yukon and the Northwest Territories. 


Canada’s Constitution 


In 1867, several British colonies in North America 
were united into our new country. Part of its con- 
stitution was a law passed by the British Parliament 
called the British North America (BNA) Act and part 
of it was not written at all. It was the collection of 
customs and political traditions which were well 
understood without ever being put down on paper. 
The British North America Act described a federation 
which gradually grew to have ten provinces and two 
territories. It described the powers and responsibilities 
of the federal government and the provincial govern- 
ments. This written constitution could only be 
changed when Canada asked the British Parliament 
to change the BNA Act. 


All this changed in 1982 when the Constitution Act, 
1982 was passed. This Act replaces the BNA Act 
and makes it possible for Canada to alter its own 
constitution. The Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms is part of this new Constitution Act, and is 
therefore part of the supreme law of the country. 


The new constitution did not change Canada’s form 
of government. Canada is still a constitutional 
monarchy. There is still a federal Parliament for the 
whole country and governments for each province 
and territory. 
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The Parliament of Canada is made up of the Governor 
General, the Senate and the House of Commons. 
Senators are not elected. They are appointed on the 
advice of the Prime Minister. The Senate has 104 
members. Our elected representatives form the House 
of Commons. The House of Commons has 

282 members. 


The Cabinet, which is normally called “the Govern- 
ment,” the Prime Minister, and Members of Parlia- 
ment can hold office only as long as Parliament 
wishes. The departments and agencies that provide 
public services are also responsible to Parliament 
through their Cabinet Ministers. The courts interpret 
the Constitution and laws made by Parliament. How- 
ever, Parliament can pass new laws that overturn 
decisions of the courts as long as these laws respect 
the Constitution. 


In Canada there is: 

e the government of Canada 

© a government for each province and territory 

® municipal governments for cities, towns, counties 
and metropolitan regions. 


The Constitution Act, 1982 describes how power is 
divided between the government of Canada and pro- 
vincial governments. Provincial parliaments are made 
up of the Lieutenant-Governor and an elected assembly 
in each province. 


The Yukon and the Northwest Territories are each 
governed by the Commissioner and an elected 
Council. 


Governor Commons 
General 282 
Cabinet 


Parliament of Canada 
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Each government has its own 
responsibilities 


The Canadian government is responsible for matters 
that affect all of Canada, for example: 

® citizenship ~ 

® immigration © 

© foreign policy ~ 

@ national economic policy - 

@ old age security 

¢ family allowances. 


Provincial or territorial governments are responsible for 
matters which affect each province or territory, for 
example: 

® education 

¢ child welfare 

° highways 

e health care 

@ workmen’s compensation. 


Municipal governments are responsible for matters that 
affect local areas, for example: 

® building regulations 

® parks and recreation 

® fire protection 

® municipal libraries. 


Sometimes different governments share responsibili- 
ties for the same things, for example, agriculture, 
justice, the protection of human rights, the 
environment. 


The decisions and services of all three governments 
affect all Canadians. Each government (federal, 
provincial and municipal) has its own elections. A 
Canadian citizen may vote in all three kinds of 
elections. 
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My a o In Canada, everyone may join a political party. Politi- 
O tic arties cal parties are made up of elected representatives and 


members of the public. Each party has its own ideas 


in Canada about how the country should be governed. 


Members of a political party may discuss their ideas 
and opinions and develop policies together. These 
make up the party’s platform. 


Members of a political party can: 

@ influence party policies 

@ help choose the party’s candidates and leader for 
election 

@ help party candidates to be elected 

@ help party candidates to become candidates for 
leadership or election. 


Most politicians belong to political 
parties 


Candidates for federal and provincial elections 
usually belong to a political party because: 

® they have the support of people who share their 
party’s platform 

¢ they can get help from party members for their 
election campaign 

© the government deals with many difficult issues. 
Elected representatives can share information and 
ideas about these issues within their parties. 


Sometimes a person runs for an election as an inde- 
pendent. An independent candidate does not belong 
to any political party. 


Canada’s government is based on 
political parties 


Some political parties are involved officially in both 
federal and provincial elections. Others are involved 
at only one level. 


The names of the major parties represented in the 
House of Commons are: 

@ the Liberal party 

¢ the New Democratic party 

® the Progressive Conservative party. 


These parties have had members in the Canadian 
Parliament for the last 10 years. 


It is important to know the names of the federal and 
provincial parties and leaders. During election cam- 
paigns you can learn each party’s ideas about current 
political issues and each candidate’s views. But it is 
important to take an interest in political issues at all 
times. This way, you can make your wishes known 
about important questions of the day. 
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How to 
Participate 
in Canadian 
Elections 


Federal elections and you 


To vote in a federal election: 

© you must be a Canadian citizen 

© you must be at least 18 years old 

© you must reside in Canada, except for some special 
categories of voters such as federal public service electors 
© your name must be on the Voters’ List. 


After a federal election is called, the following four 
steps take place over a 50 day period: 


1 Enumeration 


Enumeration is the preparation of the list of 
Canadians eligible to vote in the federal election. 
This list is called the Voters’ List. 


In urban areas, (any city or town with a population of 
5,000 or more) two people called enumerators will 
come to your home. They will ask you these ques- 
tions to find out if you meet the requirements to 
vote: 

e Are you a Canadian citizen? 

e Are you, or will you be, at least 18 years old on 
election day? 

¢ Is this your ordinary place of residence? (that is, 
the place you consider your home) 


The enumerators will give you a copy of the informa- 
tion they have taken down. You should keep this 
paper until you receive a card in the mail called 
Notice of Enumeration. This card confirms that 
your name appears on the Voters’ List and tells you 
where and when you will be able to vote. 


In rural areas, the method of enumeration is slightly 
different. You may not be visited by the enumerator 
preparing the Voter’s List. But you should receive a 
Notice of Enumeration in the mail. Your name 
should also be on the Voters’ List that will be 
displayed in public places. 


2 Revision 


Once enumeration has been completed, the Revision 
period begins. This is your last chance to get your 
name on the Voters’ List. 


If you have not received your Notice of Enumera- 
tion card by this time, or if it has a mistake on it, 
you have a few days to do something about it or you 
may not be able to vote on election day. 


How to Participate in Canadian Elections 
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Enumerators will 
visit your home 
before the election. 
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They will record the 
names of all eligible 
voters and give you a 


copy. 
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You will receive a 
Notice of Enumera- 
tion card in the mail. 
This card confirms 
that your name is on 
the Voters’ List. 
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If you do not receive 
a Notice of Enumera- 
tion card, call the 
Elections Canada 
office. 
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You can vote in 
advance under cer- 
tain circumstances. 
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On Election Day, 
go to your polling 
station. You will be 
given a ballot paper. 


(| 


You vote by secret 
ballot. 


8 


Mark an X in the 
circle to the right 

of the name of the 
candidate you prefer. 
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A polling station offi- 
cial puts your secret 


ballot in the ballot 


box. 


Canada 
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The ballots are 
counted and the 
results are announced 
to the public. 


In urban areas, you must call the elections office for 
your electoral district. This is the Elections Canada 
Office. At election time, the telephone number to 
call is announced in the newspapers. 


In rural areas, even if your name does not appear on 
the Voters’ List, you may be able to vote on election 
day. An eligible voter who knows you and whose 
name is on the Voters’ List for your electoral district 
can take an oath to prove your identity. 


3 Advance Voting 


To ensure that all eligible voters will have a chance 
to vote, special days are set aside to allow voting 
before election day, under certain circumstances. 


You can vote in advance if: 

© you know that you won’t be able to vote on election 
day, or 

® you are elderly, ill or physically disabled. 


Because you are voting in advance, your name must be 
on the Voters’ List, whether you live in an urban or 
rural area. Your Notice of Enumeration card will 
tell when and where advance voting will take place. 
Times will also be published in newspapers. 


4 Election Day 
How Voting takes place 


When you vote you will be given a ballot paper. 
This is the official form for voting. The names of the 
candidates in the election are printed on this ballot. 
The names of the candidates will be printed in 
alphabetical order (from A to Z). The ballot will also 
show you which political party each candidate 
belongs to, or if any candidates are independents. 


To vote, you mark an X in the circle to the right of the 
name of the candidate you want to be your represen- 
tative. Then an official at the polling station (the 
place where you vote) puts your ballot in the ballot 
box in front of you. 


For more information about your federal voting 
rights and responsibilities, contact Elections Canada, 


Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OM6. 
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No one can watch you when you vote. No one 
can find out which candidate you voted for. 
This is called a secret ballot. 


Of course, people can talk about politics and share 
their ideas. But no one can force you to vote for any 
candidate. No one can force you to say how you will 
vote, or how you voted. 


Provincial and municipal elections 
have different rules 


The rules for provincial and municipal elections are 
different from federal elections. Here are examples of 
some differences: 

® you may not have to be a Canadian citizen to vote 
® the minimum age for voting may be different 

® you may have to live in a province or municipality 
for a certain length of time before voting 

® in municipal elections, you may have to choose 
representatives for many municipal jobs and for 
school boards too. 


But these things are the same for all 
elections in Canada: 


© voters’ lists 

@ ballots printed with the names of the candidates for 
each district 

© voting by secret ballot. 


How the 


Governments 
Are Formed in 


Canada 


; 
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282 electoral districts 
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The area where you vote is called a 
riding 


Canada is divided for elections into electoral districts. 
These districts are also called constituencies or ridings. 
Every candidate runs for office in a particular riding. 


You vote for someone to represent 
your riding 


In a federal election, the voters in each riding elect 
one representative to the House of Commons. The 
candidate who gets the most votes in the election 
will represent everyone who lives in the riding. 


Elected representatives usually belong to political 
parties. Canada’s system of government is based on 
having more than one political party. The election 
determines how many representatives each party will 
have in the House of Commons, and which one will 
be the party in power. 


The leader of the political party in 


power is the head of the government 


After the election, the party with most representa- 
tives, or Members almost always will become the 
party in power. 


The Governor General will ask the leader of this 
party to become the Prime Minister. The Prime 
Minister will choose Ministers to form the new 
government. The Prime Minister is the head of the 
government of Canada. 


When one party has more than half the members, it 
is called a majority government. 


But sometimes after an election, no one party has 
more than half the members. Then the Governor 
General will usually ask the leader of the party that 
has the most members to form the government. This 
is called a minority government. 


In a minority government, the party in power usually 
needs the support of at least one other party to stay 
in power. 
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The Prime Minister chooses other 
Ministers to form the Cabinet 


The Prime Minister usually chooses other members of 
his or her party to become Ministers. However, the 

Prime Minister can choose members from the Senate, 
members from other political parties or independents. 


These Ministers are the heads of government depart- 
ments such as External Affairs, Industry, Trade and 
Commerce, Secretary of State, and Employment and 
Immigration. The Prime Minister and these Ministers 
form the Cabinet. Decisions and policies of the 
Cabinet can be questioned by all members of the 
House of Commons. 
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Provincial governments are formed in 
a similar way 


In a provincial election, the voters in each riding 
choose their representatives for the provincial 
parliament. These representatives also belong to 
political parties. 


After the election, the party with most members 
almost always becomes the party in power for the 
provincial government. The Lieutenant-Governor will 
ask the leader of this party to become the Premier 
and form the provincial government. 


It is called a majority government if it has more than 
half the seats in the legislature. It is called a minority 
government if it has less than half. In a minority 
government, the party in power usually needs the 
support of at least one other party to stay in power. 


The Premier will choose other Ministers to make up 
the provincial Cabinet. Provincial Cabinets are made 
up only from the elected representatives, because 
there is no equivalent to the Senate in any provin- 
cial parliament. 


The party in power needs the support 
of the elected representatives 


The Cabinet decides the general policies of the 

government. It guides the party in power. The party 
in power can govern as long as it has support from a 
majority of the elected representatives in Parliament. 


The Cabinet generally proposes new laws and the 
elected Members vote on them. If a majority of 
Members vote against a proposal of major govern- 
ment policy, the party in power is defeated. The 
Prime Minister must resign. Then there is usually an 
election, or the representative of the Crown may 
invite the leader of another party to form the 
government without an election. 


The interval between elections is usually no longer 
than five years. 


Opposition parties criticize government 


proposals 


The parties that are not in power are called the 

Opposition parties. The opposition party with the 
most elected representatives is called the Official 

Opposition. The leader of this party is called the 

Leader of the Opposition. 


The opposition parties have an important role. They 
criticize new laws proposed in Parliament. Usually 
new laws are proposed by the party in power. 
However, any member of the House of Commons 
can propose a new law. The opposition parties try to 
improve or defeat the laws proposed by the 
government. 


How Laws Are 
Passed 


How a Law is Passed in the House 
of Commons and Senate 


Minister or MP proposes 
a Bill 


House of Commons 
v 
First reading and first vote: 
approval to consider the bill 
Vv 
Second reading and second 
vote: on the principle of the 


bill 


In Committee: detailed study 
of the bill 
Vv 

Report of the Committee to 
House: debate and vote on 
the section of the bill and on 
amendments (changes) 
Vv 

Third reading and the third 


vote: on the bill as a whole Vv 
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e All bills that involve the raising or spending of 
public money, and most other bills are presented to 
the House of Commons first. 


e However, some bills are introduced in the Senate 
first and then go through the House of Commons. 


Senate 
Vv 
First reading and first vote 
Vv 
Second reading and second 
vote 
Vv 
In Committee 
Vv 
Report 


Vv 
Third reading and third vote 


Governor General signs the 
bill to become a law 


How the Parliament of Canada passes 
laws 


Every bill, or proposed law, must be approved by a 
majority of members of the House of Commons and 
the Senate before it becomes law. 


Most bills are presented to the House of Commons 
first. Each bill is presented three times for questions 
and discussion. These presentations are called 
readings. 


At each reading, the House of Commons votes on 
the bill. If the bill is approved, it goes to the Senate. 


The bill is given three readings in the Senate. The 
Senate can approve the bill, make changes in the bill 
or reject it. If the Senate approves the bill, the 
Governor General signs it and the bill becomes law. 


Sometimes a bill is introduced in the Senate first. If 
the Senate approves the bill, it goes to the House of 
Commons. If the House of Commons approves the 
bill, the Governor General signs it and the bill 
becomes law. 


Bills involving the raising or spending of public 
money cannot be introduced in the Senate. 


There are too many bills and issues for the House of 
Commons and the Senate to study each of them in 
detail. Much of the detailed work on a bill is done 
by parliamentary committees. These small groups can 
be from the House of Commons, the Senate or 

joint parliamentary committees. 


These committees examine bills, and review the 
estimates or budgets of government departments and 
agencies. They also carry out studies and investiga- 
tions. Most committee meetings are open to the 
public. 


19 


How the provincial parliament passes 
laws 


Bills are presented to the provincial parliaments for 
three readings. Committees do much of the detailed 
work on these bills. 


If the bill is approved, the Lieutenant-Governor signs 
it and it becomes law. 


Provincial parliaments do not have Senates. 


Municipal governments pass by-laws 


Municipal governments pass by-laws about things 
which affect your community. The best way to find 
out how your municipal government works is to 
attend local meetings. This will also help you find 
out about current events. 


In most communities, representatives are elected to 
school boards. These representatives make decisions 
about how the schools will be run. Many school 
board meetings are also open to the public, meaning 
you can attend. This is a good way to find out about 
the schools in your community. 
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Your 
Representatives 
in Government 
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Your representatives work for you 


You have federal, provincial (or territorial) and 
municipal government representatives. 
e Federal representatives are called Members of 


Parliament (MP) 


e Provincial representatives are called 


Members of the Provincial Parliament (MPP) 
or Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
or Members of the National Assembly (MNA) 


© Territorial representatives are called Members of the 
Council of a Territory. 


e Municipal government representatives have many 
different titles. 

It is important to know who your government repre- 
sentatives are. They are your representatives because 
you live in the area where they were elected. 
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It does not matter what political party you support. 
The people who are elected, your representatives, 
speak for everyone who lives in their riding. 


Your representatives are your link to government. They 
can: 

® represent your ideas when arguing for or against a 
proposed law 

@ ask questions about the government on your behalf 
® present important issues 

@ help you if you need services from government 

© help you find the right government or department 
to contact 

© help you if you have a problem with any 
government. 


<< 


It is important to communicate with 
your representatives 


It is easy to contact your elected representatives. You 
can write to your federal Member of Parliament by 
putting his or her name and House of Commons, 
Ottawa on the envelope. You don’t even need a 
stamp. 


Most representatives have offices in their ridings. 
Here you can talk to the representative or the office 
staff. Some representatives send newsletters to inform 
you about your government. They might ask you to 
send back your comments about particular topics. 
This is another easy way for you to communicate 
with your federal, provincial and municipal 
representatives. 
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This Booklet Is 


There’s much more to learn and do 


Daily discussions, actions and decisions make up 
Canadian current events. Every day Canada is 
changing through the work of political leaders, 
people in industry, business, agriculture and the arts. 
Both new Canadians and people who have always 
lived here should learn about these daily changes. 

It is important to learn about current events from 
radio, TV, newspapers and magazines. You can also 
get new ideas by discussing political issues with 
others. 


There are many groups that make the concerns of 
Canadians known. You can join a group that inter- 
ests you. You can join a political party or run for 
political office. 


Everyone’s ideas are important. The representatives 
you elect will form Canada’s government. 


Canada and its government are yours 


As a Canadian citizen, you belong to a democratic 
country where individual rights and freedoms are 
respected. You can participate in social and political 
activities to protect your rights and freedoms and 
improve your country. 


Canadians come from many places. It is important to 
share your cultural heritage with your fellow Cana- 
dians while you learn from others. By respecting and 
appreciating one another and by sharing responsibil- 
ity for their country, Canadians choose to grow 
together. 
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Please note: 

If you wish, you can use this page to list the names of 
your government representatives and other important 
information. A Citizenship Judge may ask you about this 
information at a citizenship interview. 


Federal Government 


Provincial Government 


Do you know 
Canada’s Form 
of Government? 


Head of State: the representative of the Queen for all 
Canada is the Governor General: 


Head of Government: the Prime Minister is: 


The party in power is: 


The Leader of the Opposition is: 


The Official Opposition is: 


The other opposition parties and leaders are: 


My representative in Ottawa (MP) is: 


Head of State: the representative of the Queen for my 
province is the Lieutenant-Governor: 


Head of Government: The Premier (or Prime Minister) 
is: 


The provincial party in power is: 


The provincial opposition parties and leaders are: 


My provincial representative is: 


Municipal (Local) Government 


The name of the municipality where I live is: 


The head of the municipal government (Mayor) is: 


Igor neapnyy “Td 
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sammeme Attendu que le Canada est fondé sur des principes qui reconnaissent 
la suprématie de Dieu et la primauté du droit: 


Garantie des droits et libertés 


mmm 1. La Charle canadicnne des droits ef libertés garantit les droits et libertés qui y 
sont énoncés, Ils ne peuvent étre restreints que par une régle de droit, dans des 
limites qui soient raisonnables et dont la justification puisse se démontrer dans 
le cadre d’une société libre et démocratique. 


Libertés fondamentales 


quem 2. Chacuna les libertés fondamentales suivantes : a) liberté de conscience 
et de religion ; 6) liberté de pensée, de croyance, d’opinion et d'expression, y 
compris la liberté de la presse et des autres moyens de communication ; 

0) liberté de réunion pacifique ; 4) Itberté d'association. 


Droits démocratiques 
qemu 3. Tout citoyen canadien a le droit de vote et est éligible aux élections 
législatives fédérales ou provinciales. q. (1) Le mandat maximal de la Chambre 
des communes et des assemblées législatives est de cing ans 4 compter de la date 
fixée pour le retour des brefs relatifs aux élections générales correspondantes. 
(2) Le mandat de la Chambre des communes ou celui d’une assemblée législative 
peut étre prolongé respectivement par le Parlement ou par la législature en 
question au-dela de cing ans en cas de guerre, d’invasion ou d’insurrection, 
réelles ou appréhendées, pourvu que cette prolongation ne fasse pas l’objet 
d'une opposition exprimée par les voix de plus du tiers des députés de la 
Chambre des communes ou de I’assemblée législative. 5. Le Parlement et les 
législatures tiennent une séance au moins une fois tous les douze mois. 


Liberté de circulation et d’établissement 
sme 6. (1) Tout citoyen canadien a le droit de demeurer au Canada, d’y entrer 
ou d’en sortir. (2) Tout citoyen canadien et toute personne ayant le statut de 
résident permanent au Canada ont le droit :a) de se déplacer dans tout le pays et 
d’établir leur résidence dans toute province ; 6) de gagner leur vie dans toute 
province. (3) Les droits mentionnés au paragraphe (2) sont subordonnés : a) aux 
lois et usages d’application générale en vigueur dans une province donnée, s’ils 
n‘établissent enue les personnes aucune distinction fondée principalement sur 
la province de résidence antérieure ou actuelle ; 6) aux lois prévoyant de justes 
conditions de résidence en vue de l'obtention des services sociaux publics. 
(4) Les paragraphes (2) et (3) n'ont pas pour objet d’interdire les lois, programmes 
ou activités destinés 4 améliorer, dans une province, la situation d'individus 
défavorisés socialement ou économiquement, si le taux d’emploi dans la 
province est inférieur a la moyenne nationale. 


Garanties juridiques 
umes 7. Chacun a droit 4 la vie, a la liberté et a la sécurité de sa personne; il ne 
peut étre porté atteinte a ce droit qu’en conformité avec les principes de justice 
fondamentale. 8. Chacun a droit a la protection contre les fouilles, les 
perquisitions ou les saisies abusives, 9, Chacun a droit la protection contre la 
détention ou |'emprisonnement arbitraires. 10. Chacun a le droit, en cas 
d’arrestation ou de détention: a) d’étre informé dans les plus brefs délais des 
motifs de son arrestation ou de sa détention ; 6) d'avoir recours sans délai 
V'assistance d’un avocat et d’étre informé de ce droit; ¢) de faire conudler, par 
habeas corpus, la légalivé de sa détention et d’obtenir, le cas échéant, sa libération. 
11, Tout inculpé a le droit: a) d’étre informé sans délai anormal de I'infraction 
précise qu’on lui reproche ; §) d’étre jugé dans un délai raisonnable ; c) de ne pas 
€tre contraint de témoigner contre lui-méme dans toute poursuite intentée 
contre lui pour |'infraction qu’on lui reproche ; 4) d’étre présumé innocent tant 
qu'il n’est pas déclaré coupable, conformément 4 la lol, par un tribunal 
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indépendant et impartial a |’issue d’un procés public et équitable; ¢) de ne pas 
étre privé sans juste cause d’une mise en liberté assortie d’un cautionnement 
raisonnable ; f) sauf s'il s‘agit d’une infraction relevant de la justice militaire, 

de bénéficier d'un procés avec jury lorsque la peine maximale prévue pour 
Vinfraction dont il est accusé est un emprisonnement de cing ans ou une peine 
plus grave; g) de ne pas étre déclaré coupable en raison d'une action ou d'une 
omission qui, au moment ot elle est survenue, ne constituait pas une infraction 
d’aprés le droit interne du Canada ou le droit international et n‘avait pas de 
caractére criminel d’aprés les principes généraux de droit reconnus par 
l'ensemble des nations ; h) d'une part de ne pas étre jugé de nouveau pour une 
infraction dont il a été définitivernent acquitté, d’autre part de ne pas étre jugé 
ni puni de nouveau pour une infraction dont il a été définitivement déclaré 
coupable et punt ; i) de bénéficier de la peine la moins sévére, lorsque la peine 
qui sanctionne I’infraction dont i] est déclaré coupable est modifi¢e entre le 
moment de la perpétration de I'infraction et celui de la sentence, 12, Chacun a 
droit a la protection contre tous traitements ou peines cruels et inusités. 13. 
Chacun a droit a ce qu’aucun témoignage incriminant qu'il donne ne soit utilisé 
pour I’tncriminer dans d'autres procédures, sauf lors de poursuites pour parjure 
ou pour témoignages contradictoires. 14. La partie ou le témoin qui ne peuvent 
suivre les procédures, soit parce qu’ils ne comprennent pas ou ne parlent pas la 
langue employée, soit parce qu’ils sont atteints de surdité, ont droit 2 
l'assistance d'un interpréte. 


Droits a l’égalité 
eqns 15. (1) La loi ne fait acception de personne et s'applique également a tous, 
et tous ont droit a la méme protection et au méme bénéfice de la loi, 
indépendamment de toute discrimination, notamment des discriminations 
fondées sur la race, l’origine nationale ou ethnique, la couleur, la religion, 
le sexe, l'age ou les déficiences mentales ou physiques. (2) Le paragraphe 
(a) n’a pas pour effet d’interdire les lois, programmes ou activités destinés 4 
améliorer la situation d’individus ou de groupes défavorisés, notamment du fait 
de leur race, de leur origine nationale ou ethnique, de leur couleur, de leur 
religion, de leur sexe, de leur age ou de leurs déficiences mentales ou physiques. 


Langues officielles du Canada 


ewe 16. (1) Le francais et l’anglais sont les langues officielles du Canada ; ils ont 
unstatutet des droits et priviléges égaux quant 4 leur usage dans les institutions 
du Parlement et du gouvernement du Canada. (2) Le francais et I’ sont les 
langues officielles du Nouveau-Brunswick ; ils ont un statut et des droits et 
priviléges égaux quant a leur usage dans les institutions de la Législature et du 
gouvernement du Nouveau-Brunswick, (3) La présente charte ne limite pas le 
pouvoir du Parlementet des législatures de favoriser la progression vers l’égalité 
de statut ou d’usage du francais et de l'anglais. 17. (1) Chacun a le droit 
d’employer le francais ou l'anglais dans les débats et travaux du Parlement. 
(2)Chacun a le droit d’employer le 
francais ou l'anglais dans les débats 
et travaux de la Législature du 
Nouveau-Brunswick. 18. (1) Les lois, 
les archives, les comptes rendus et 
les procés-verbaux du Parlement 


sont imprimés et publiés en francais et en anglais, les deux versions des lois 
ayant également force de lol et celles des autres documents ayant méme valeur. 
(2) Les lois, les archives, les comptes rendus et les procés-verbaux de la 
Législature du Nouveau-Brunswick sont imprimés et publiés en francais et en 
anglais, les deux versions des lois ayant également force de loi et celles des 
autres documents ayant méme valeur, 19. (1) Chacun a le droit d’employer le 
francais ou l'anglais dans toutes les affaires dont sont saisis les ribunaux établis 
par le Parlementet dans tous les actes de procédure qui en découlent. (2)Chacun 
ale droit d'employer le francais ou l'anglais dans toutes les affaires dont sont 
saisis les tribunaux du Nouveau-Brunswick et dans tous les actes de procédure 
quien découlent. 20. (2)Le public a, au Canada, droit 4 ]’emplot du francats ou de 
l'anglais pour communiquer avec le stége ou !’administration centrale des 
institutions du Parlement ou du gouvernement du Canada ou pour en recevolr 
les services ; ila le méme droit a l'égard de tout autre bureau de ces institutions 
1a 08, selon le cas: a) l'emploi du francais ou de l'anglais fait l'objet d'une 
demande importante ; 6) |’emploi du francais et de l'anglais se justifie par la 
vocation du bureau. (2) Le public a, au Nouveau-Brunswick, droit a l'emploi du 
francais ou de l'anglais pour communiquer avec tout bureau des institutions de 
la législature ou du gouvernement ou pour en recevoir les services. 21. Les 
articles 16 4 20 n'ont pas pour effet, en ce quia trait a la langue francaise ou 
anglaise ou 4 ces deux langues, de porter atteinte aux droits, priviléges ou 
obligations qui existent ou sont maintenus aux termes d'une autre disposition 
de la Constitution du Canada. 22. Les articles 16 4 20 n‘ont pas pour effet de 
porter atteinte aux droits et priviléges, antérieurs ou postérieurs 4 l'entrée en 
vigueur de la présente charte et découlant de la loi ou de la coutume, des 
langues autres que le francais ou l'anglais. 


Droits a l'instruction dans la 

langue de la minorité 
memes 23. (1) Les citoyens canadiens : a) dont la premiére langue apprise et 
encore comprise est celle de la minorité francophone ou anglophone de la 
province o0 ils résident, 6) qui ont recu leur instruction, au niveau primaire, en 
francais ou en anglais au Canada et qui résident dans une province ot la langue 
dans laquelle ils ont recu cette instruction est celle de la minorité francophone 
ou anglophone de la province, ont, dans l'un ou l'autre cas, le droit d’y faire 
instruire leurs enfants, aux niveaux primaire et secondaire, dans cette langue. 
(2) Les citoyens canadiens dont un enfant a recu ou recoit son instruction, au 
niveau primaire ou secondaire, en francais ou en anglais au Canada ont le droit 
de faire instruire tous leurs enfants, aux niveaux primaire et secondaire, dans 
la langue de cette instruction. (3) Le droit reconnu aux citoyens canadiens par 
les paragraphes (1) et (2) de faire instruire leurs enfants, aux niveaux primaire 
et secondaire, dans la langue de la minorité francophone ou anglophone 
d'une province ; a) s‘exerce partout dans la province ot le nombre des enfants 
des citoyens qui ont ce droit est suffisant pour justifier 4 leur endroit la 
prestation, sur les fonds publics, de l’instruction dans la langue de la minorité; 
6) comprend, lorsque le nombre 
de ces enfants le justifie, le droit 
de les faire instruire dans des 
établissements d’enseignement 
de la minorité linguistique 
financés sur les fonds publics. 


Recours 


tqzemem 24. (1) Toute personne, victime de violation ou de négation des droits ou 
libertés qui lui sont garantis par la présente charte, peut s‘adresser 4 un tribunal 
compétent pour obtenir la réparation que le tribunal estime convenable et 
juste eu égard aux circonstances. (2) Lorsque, dans une instance visée au 
paragraphe (1), le tribunal a conclu que des éléments de preuve ont été obtenus 
dans des conditions qui portent atteinte aux droits ou libertés garantis par 

la présente charte, ces éléments de preuve sont écartés s'il est établi, eu égard 
aux Circonstances, gue leur utilisation est susceptible de déconsidérer 
I'administration de la justice, 


Dispositions générales 
queues 25. Le fait que la présente charte garantit certains droits et libertés ne 
porte pas attcinte aux droits ou libertés-ancestraux, issus de traités ou autres- 
des peuples autochtones du Canada, notamment: a) aux droits ou libertés 
reconnus par la Proclamation royale du 7 octobre 1763 ; 6) aux droits ou libertés 
acquis par réglement de revendications territoriales. 26. Le fait que la présente 
charte garantit certains drotts et libertés ne constitue pas une négation des 
autres droits ou libertés qui existent au Canada. 27. Toute intetprétation de la 
présente charte doit concorder avec l’objectif de promouvoir le maintien et la 
valorisation du patrimoine multiculturel des Canadiens. 28. Indépendamment 
des autres dispositions de la présente charte, les droits et libertés qui y sont 
mentionnés sont garantis également aux personnes des deux sexes. 29. Les 
dispositions de la présente charte ne portent pas atteinte aux droits ou priviléges 
garantis en vertu de la Constitution du Canada concernant les écoles séparées 
et autres écoles confessionnelles. 30. Dans la présente charte, les dispositions 
qui visent les provinces, leur législature ou leur assemblée législative visent 
également le territoire du Yukon, les territoires du Nord-Ouest ou 
leurs autorités législatives compétentes. 31. La présente charte n‘élargit pas 
les compétences législatives de quelque organisme ou autorité que ce soit. 


Application de la charte 


equ 32. (1) La présente charte s‘applique : a) au Parlement et au gouvernement 
du Canada, pour tous les domaines relevant du Parlement, y compris ceux 

gui concernent le territoire du Yukon et les territoires du Nord-Ouest ; 6) a la 
legislature et au gouvernement de chaque province, pour tous les domaines 
relevant de cette législature, (2) Par dérogation au paragraphe (1), l'article 

15 n'a d’effet que trois ans aprés l'entrée en vigueur du présent article. 

33. (2) Le Parlement ou la législature d’une province peut adopter une loi ou {] 
est expressément déclaré que celle-ci ou une de ses dispositions a effet 
indépendamment d'une disposition donnée de l'article 2 ou des articles 7 415 
de la présente charte. (2) La loi ou la disposition qui fait l'objet d'une déclaration 
conforme au présent article et en vigueur a l'effet qu'elle aurait sauf la 
disposition en cause de la charte. (3) La déclaration visée au paragraphe (1) cesse 
d’avoir effet a la date qui y est précisée ou, au plus tard, cing ans aprés son entrée 
en vigueur. (4) Le Parlement ou une législature peut adopter de nouveau une 
déclaration visée au paragraphe (1). (5) Le paragraphe (3) s‘applique 4 toute 
déclaration adoptée sous le régime du paragraphe (4). 


Titre 


seems 34. Titre de la présente partie: Charle canadienne des droits et libertés. 


« Nous devons maintenant établir les principes de base, les valeurs et les croyances 
fondamentales qui nous unissent en tant que Canadiens, de sorte que par-dela nos loyautés régionales, 
nous partagions un style de vie ct un systéme de valeurs qui nous rendent fiers de ce pays qui nows downe 
tant de liberté et une joke aussi immense, » 


PE. Trudeau, 1981 
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